Breakdown of the actual numbers in the USDOJ, EPA, WV, and Chemours settlement
documents

SOUTHERN
ENVIRONMENTAL

L
CENTER

Claims that Chemours agreed to a $450 million settlement with the U.S. Department of
Justice, EPA and West Virginia are inaccurate. That number is not in the agreement and

has no basis in the actual terms.

DOJ and Chemours’ claims

The reality

Chemours will pay a civil penalty of $22.5
million for alleged violations

Chemours will pay $22.5 million. The
settlement states that Chemours cannot
afford to pay more, despite the fact that it is
multi-billion dollar company.

$90 million program to mitigate PFAS
discharges

There is no $90 million program to mitigate
discharges. There is only a $90 million
dollar CAP on the maximum that Chemours
has to spend on such projects. Many of
those projects do not require any measurable
reduction in PFAS pollution and therefore do
not guarantee any protections for
communities.

$60 million on pollution controls for surface
water discharges and air emissions in W.V.

There is no requirement that Chemours
spend $60 million—that number is not in the
settlement, and there is no evidence that the
company will spend close to that amount.

Drinking water for communities at an
estimated cost of $280 million

There is no requirement that Chemours
spend $280 million—that number is not in the
settlement, and there is no evidence that the
company will spend close to that amount.
Moreover, the agreement focuses on just two
PFAS chemicals in drinking water, even
though Chemours is known to release
hundreds of PFAS substances—many of
which contaminate local water sources.
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